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Association of Pioneer Motor Cyclists. Founded in 1928
Incorporating the Pre 1914 TT Riders Re-union
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ANY SUGGESTIONS FOR WHO THE
TWO RIDERS ON THE FRONT COVER
MIGHT BE?

A couple of
photos from the
“Dark Satanic
Mills Run”.
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Hi Geoff
It's not of any consequence, but it was me who sent you Pharaoh Nectanebo.
1st touring his estate on a Nimbus. I swapped your Ramses II with the editor
chum of a Danish club magazine to obtain this cultural coup.
Dermot Elworthy P2384

4

FIRST RACES ON ITALY’S NEW TRACK
1,000 c.c. and 500 c.c. events on the Monza Course at Milan.
A 350 c.c. Two-Stroke Garelli beats a field of 40 in the 500
c.c. Class. Harley-Davidson success in the Big Race.
September 14th.1923.
On Friday last the first motor cycle races took place on the new 10
kilometres circuit in the royal park of Monza, near Milan.
Two events were run. The first, for 1,000 c.c. machines, was held in the
morn-ing over forty laps of the course (248½ miles), and in the afternoon
there was another race over the same distance for 500 c.c. machines.
The 1,000 c.c. race was won by the Italian rider Ruggeri, on a HarleyDavidson, in 3h. 50m. 3s., or at an average speed of 64.8 miles an hour. The
500 c.c. race was won by Gnesa, on a Garelli, in a total time of 3h. 57m.
23s., or 63½ miles an hour.
The Italian track is quite different, both in its nature and its environment,
from anything existing elsewhere. The club responsible for the venture has
been very fortunate in getting possession of a richly-wooded former Royal
park, quite close to Milan, and in it has built a speedway which unites track
and road conditions.
Well Designed Track
To get the biggest track in the smallest area, the Monza speedway has been
laid out with a small oval inside a bigger, roughly shaped oval track, there
be-ing one point where one track passes under the other, and in front of the
main stands the inner and the outer tracks are parallel.
From the grand stands the spectators have immediately in front of them two
parallel tracks, divided only by a white line with inverted V checker boards
at intervals, while about 150 yards away is a third parallel track, the whole
of the inner curve, the half of an outer curve, and a portion of another curve.
On the Monza track the competitors are not in view the whole time, but pass
three times per lap. The periodical disappearance of the competitors tends to
keep up interest in the race, and as they come into view three times every
six miles there are few dull moments, even with a small field of competitors.
An advantage which the Monza possesses over all other tracks is the
arrange-ment of roads and bridges, allowing the spectators to move from
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point to point while a race is in progress. Because of thick woods, all idea of
an artifi-cial track is lost when once the grand stands have been left behind.
With the Alps as a background, the setting is delightfully attractive.
Nineteen 1,000 c.c. Starters.
In the 1,000 c.c. class 19 machines were sent away in a group at 8 a.m. The
makes were Excelsior, Harley-Davidson, Indian, one Humber, and the
Italian Gallonis and S.A.R.'s. All the riders were Italians.
The race was a struggle from beginning to end among the Harley-Davidson
men, who numbered ten out of the nineteen starters. Although the leader
changed, it was always a Harley-Davidson which led the field, and the
fastest lap was made by Winckler, one of the members of this team, at an
average of 74½ m.p.h.
First Four of One Make.
At half-distance the leader was Rogai, followed by Ruggeri, Contarini, and
Faraglia, all on Harley-Davidson. The latter half of the race was keenly contested, and brought about changes, the final result being as follows :—
Ruggeri (64½ m.p.h.), 2. Contarini, 3. Faraglia 4. Winckler 5. Rava (Indian)
Group Start of Forty Machines.
In the afternoon race a magnificent grouped start was made by the forty 500
c.c. machines of British, French, Italian, and Belgian makes. A special class
was not provided for the 350 c.c. mounts, and among those starting with the
handicap of a small piston displacement were the Garellis, which won at
Strasbourg. Although British makes were well represented by Triumph,
Doug-las. New Hudson, Sunbeam, Norton, and N.U.T., the only British
riders were Edmond and Brandish, on Triumphs. One of the French
A.B.C.'s was ridden by Bartlett, an Englishman residing in France.
British Lead in Early Stages.
Two Triumphs, ridden by Brandish and Opessi, and a Douglas mounted by
Fieschi, took the lead at the outset, hard pressed by the A.B.C. trio. (The end
of the fifth lap saw Brandish in the lead, with Opessi on another Triumph
sec-ond, and Fieschi on a Douglas third.)
The first hundred kilometres were covered by Brandish in 56m. 53s., with
Fieschi on a Douglas only one-fifth of a second behind him. Then came
Opessi (Triumph), followed by the two French A.B.C.'s ridden by Naas and
Bartlett.
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Flat Twin takes the Lead.
At this distance Edmond (Triumph), who had been among the first halfdozen went out with magneto trouble. Fieschi's Douglas got into the lead
after fifteen laps, followed closely by the French champion, Naas (A.B.C.)
and by Bran-dish and Opessi (Triumphs).
Naas, who appeared to have been taking things easy, jumped into action at
this point and look the lead away from the Douglas. After twenty laps, half
dis-tance, he had a lead of almost two minutes, and as Opessi's Triumph had
dropped out with magneto trouble, Brandish got second place, with the
Doug-las third, and a couple of Italian machines, the Guzzi and Garelli,
fourth and fifth.

Anglo-French Duel.
There was a particularly fine duel between Naas and Brandish. The Frenchman kept in the lead for nearly fifty miles, but the Englishman gradually
crept
up to him and got the lead after thirty laps. Just when excitement was
running high Naas broke the frame of his machine. He fastened it up with
straps and covered five more laps, losing ground to Brandish all the time.
Declaring that it was really too dangerous, Naas came to the pits and
announced his intention of retiring. Hardly had his A.B.C. been lifted off the
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track than Brandish, the last of the Triumph team, had to drop out of the
race with a broken tappet.
Great Excitement.
These incidents caused wild excitement among the spectators, for they
placed a 350 c.c. two-stroke Garelli, ridden by Gnesa, in the lead with
Fieschi's Douglas second. The rider of the English machine did his best, but
each lap he lost about 20 yards to the two-stroke Garelli, the rider of which
won the Italian Motor Cycle Grand Prix by covering 248½ miles at an
average of 63¾m.p.h.
Out of the forty starters only three other machines were running when the
race was called off. For the afternoon race the weather was fine but dull. A
little rain fell during the morning race.
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Book Reviews 2018 Ian Kerr MBE
The Ducati Story (Sixth Edition)
First published in 1996 renowned motorcycle historian Ian
Falloon told the story of what was even then an Italian iconic
brand with a rich history and one that was evolving at a rate
faster than some of its bikes. The fact that the original
publication has now been continually updated, (the last time
in 2012) so that now we have the sixth edition says it all there is plenty to tell for a company that continues to make
history.
The first part of the story remains the same, a company
emerging from bombed- out ruins at the end of the Second
World War Ducati that grew to be one of the world’s premier
motorcycle manufacturers capable of holding its own on the
road and racetrack. A company that forges its own path with
the desmodromic valve system that continues to set Ducati
apart and one that this book updates fully.
Falloon has written many differing works on bikes from the
brand and it is fair to say that he has always written the most
authoritative history of the marque or model, telling the inside
story of Ducati’s chequered path to glory, with help from
those most closely associated with the brand as it has evolved.
It would be easy to say that this is just an update with an extra
chapter bolted on the end to cover the models produced from
2012 to 2018 and, in simple terms, that’s what it is. However,
the author and the publisher Veloce have done their usual
excellent job of totally revamping the book so it looks and
feels totally new and very different to the previous editions
produced by a different publisher.
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As with previous updates all the solid information remains
the same only be tweaked if something new has come to light,
pictures changed for better versions where necessary and, all
in all, improving things to make it well worth upgrading if
you have an earlier version.
If you are new to the brand then this is a must to get a
grounding in the bikes and maybe looking to one of his other
more specific model titles if that is your particular interest.
The comprehensive appendix at the rear will help identify
bikes and their various specifications, useful if looking to buy
an early machine.
What else can you say other than this is book is authoritive,
well-written, well-presented and worth upgrading if you have
an earlier version. Certainly if you have not got a book
detailing the history and the bikes from 1946 -2018 then this
book has to be top of your list as its £45.00 cover price is a
wise investment.

ISBN 978 1 787110 85 4
The Moto Guzzi Story (Third Edition)
In 1974 while testing a Moto Guzzi, Cycle magazine wrote: “The Guzzi excels at long exposure, and compared to other
motorcycles the drug is slower acting. It comes in time
release form.” Many will say the same holds true to this day
and, as an owner of one, I would have to agree, they certainly
require dedication.
However, read through this excellent update marque history
from noted Antipodean motorcycle historian Ian Falloon and
it might speed things up as he tells the story of survival of one
of Italy’s oldest brands. The second edition of this seminal
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work was last published in 2008 by a different publishing
house, but is now under the excellent Veloce imprint.
As with all of their updates of older marque histories they
have taken the original work first published in 1998 and
modernised it, improving pictures and text where necessary
without destroying the original factual tome. Just short of 300
pages it brings the story up to date and include all of this
year’s models.
Obviously even a work of this magnitude cannot cover every
facet of a company that has been in business for just short of
100 years. However, all the history is documented in the
well-laid out and heavily illustrated pages, including
information on their racing success during the 1930s, and
then the 1950s when they dominated 250 and 350cc Grand
Prix racing.
Given the time span between the various updates, I would
recommend any Guzzi aficionado to get a copy of this latest
work in order to be ready to celebrate their centennial in a
few years’ time. Even if you have an original imprint this is
£40.00 well spent to get a superb quality update, which
actually told me something about a bike that I own that I did
not know!
ISBN 978 1 787111 32 5

Available from all good bookshops
or direct from the publishers
Veloce Publishing on
www.veloce.co.uk

11
The following was supposedly a question in a University of Washington
chemistry mid-term exam. The answer by one student was so "profound" that
the professor shared it with colleagues, via the Internet . . . which is, of
course, how we now have the pleasure of enjoying it as well.

Question: Is Hell exothermic (gives off heat) or endothermic
(absorbs heat)?
Most of the students wrote proofs of their beliefs using Boyle's Law (gas
cools when it expands and heats when it is compressed) or some variant.
One student, however, wrote the following:
First, we need to know how the mass of Hell is changing over time. So we
need to know the rate at which souls are moving into Hell and the rate at
which they are leaving. I think that we can safely assume that once a soul
gets to Hell, it will not leave. Therefore, no souls are leaving.
As for how many souls are entering Hell, let's look at the different religions
that exist in the world today. Most of these religions state that if you are not a
member of their religion, you will go to Hell. Since there is more than one of
these religions and since most people do not belong to more than one
religion, we can project that all souls go to Hell. With birth and death rates as
they are, we can expect the number of souls in Hell to increase exponentially.
Now, we look at the rate of change of the volume in Hell because Boyle's
Law states that in order for the temperature and pressure in Hell to stay the
same, the volume of Hell has to expand proportionately as souls are added.
This gives two possibilities:
1. If Hell is expanding at a slower rate than the rate at which souls enter Hell,
then the temperature and pressure in Hell will increase until all Hell breaks
loose.
2. If Hell is expanding at a rate faster than the increase of souls in Hell, then
the temperature and pressure will drop until Hell freezes over.
So which is it?
If we accept the postulate given to me by my girlfriend Teresa, during my
Freshman year that, "It will be a cold day in Hell before I sleep with you",
and take into account the fact that I slept with her last night, then number 2
must be true, and thus I am sure that Hell is exothermic and has already
frozen over. The corollary of this theory is that since Hell has frozen over, it
follows that it is not accepting any more souls and is therefore, extinct . . .
leaving only Heaven, and thereby proving the existence of a divine being,
which explains why, last night, Teresa kept shouting, "Oh my God."
APPARENTLY, THIS STUDENT RECEIVED THE ONLY "A" GRADE

